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He was an inveterate matchmaker, and had already married by proxy Ida granddaughter Isabolle to Chriatiau II, King of Denmark, with a large dowry. In August of tluK year, 1515, Archbinhop Brio Valken-dorf waa aimt with a fleet to tho Netherlands, to fetch tho gentle young princess of fourteen to her sad and diaaatrouH fate. Her friends can hardly have been aware of the character of Christian II, for the Emperor writes a, little later, that he is " a handsome and virtuous person of noble condition " who will make his wife very happy in all dignity and honour. But we shall find a very different fate awaiting the unfortunate princt'HH, who had been so tenderly nurtured by her aunt Marguerite,
Maximilian had been anxiously awaiting a suitable match for his eldest granddaughter Eleonora, and now ho writes to his daughter that the Queen of Poland is cloud, and Sigismund, the widowed King, has been thinking of " Madame Leonora." He would like to know the young girl's opinion on the subject, and there i« a charming autograph letter of Marguerite's in reply. The amazing thing is that a young prinooss should have been consulted in any way about the marriage thought suitable for her. However, fate had quite different plans for " Madame Leonora," which would have astonished no one more than the Emperor himself.
As w© shall not have occasion to allude much in the future to the four young granddaughters of Maximilian, in whom he took so deep an interest, it may be well to tell their story at this point. With regard to the two grandsons, the history of Charles V»diplomacy,
